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Tampa | February 7–10

Differentiation • UDL •
Behavior management •
Transition • Co-teaching •
ADHD • MTSS • PBIS
• Early intervention •
Overrepresentation • Mental
health • Autism spectrum
disorder • Early childhood •
English language learners

ALL EDUCATORS.
EVERY CHILD.
NO LIMITS.

YOU’RE INVITED TO CEC 2018!
As the co-chairs of the CEC 2018 Convention & Expo, we would like to personally invite you
to join us February 7–10 in Tampa, Florida for what will be the largest, most informative, and
most exciting special education event of the year.
We could tell you why you should attend, but why not hear it from your colleagues?
See you in Tampa!

Cindy Perras

Claudia Rinaldi

“I love attending the CEC Convention! The
energy is infectious, and the opportunity to
network with other professionals in the field
is what I look forward to. It’s exciting, it’s
rewarding, and I always come away from the
experience with a renewed sense of purpose.”
—Kimberly A.

“The quality of
the sessions are
excellent and
relevant, but the
Yes I Can Award
Ceremony is
always my favorite
and it is a reminder
of why we do what
we do.”
—Joan M.

“I was amazed at
the quality of the
presentations. The
information shared
and the knowledge I
gained has proved
to be very valuable
and has helped
me become a
better teacher.”
—Don H.

“As a special
education teacher
in a rural area,
it is extremely
beneficial to
attend the CEC
Convention—I
am able to
collaborate and
learn from other
professionals in
my field.
Ultimately,
attending allows
me to bring
back information
to my district,
which benefits
my colleagues
and students.”
—Donna C.

“My favorite part was sharing with my colleagues and learning from
them as well. It was such an honor to present to an amazing group of
dedicated educators. I hope to attend future CEC Conventions.”
—Patricia B.
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CELEBRATE EXCEPTIONAL
OPENING GENERAL SESSION
Wednesday | 5:00–6:30 p.m.
Kick Off CEC 2018
Start your CEC 2018 experience by joining thousands of dedicated
professionals just like you at the Opening General Session!
The Opening General Session will begin with an exciting multimedia
presentation hosted by CEC President Laurie VanderPloeg, Director of
Special Education for the Kent Intermediate School District in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Celebrate the accomplishments of your colleagues,
hear from an inspiring speaker that will make you “think differently,”
and get pumped up for the rest of the Convention & Expo!

Laurie VanderPloeg,
CEC President

To keep the momentum going, join your colleagues at the
President’s Welcome Reception in the Expo Hall following the
Opening General Session, and enjoy hors d’oeuvres as you
mingle with exhibitors and colleagues.
And we can’t forget the prize drawings! Will you be the winner of
the latest Alexa enabled device from Amazon?

SECOND GENERAL SESSION
Thursday | 8:00–9:00 a.m.
Life, Animated
Ron Suskind, a respected journalist and best-selling author of
six books, will join the CEC community as the Second General
Session Keynote Speaker at the CEC 2018 Convention & Expo in
Tampa, Florida.
His work is characterized by his passion for giving a voice to the
voiceless—most evident in his recent best-seller, Life, Animated:
A Story of Sidekicks, Heroes and Autism. The book tells the story
of his youngest son, Owen, who, after being diagnosed with
autism, found a way to reengage with the world around him.
Seizing upon Owen’s love of animated Disney movies, the Suskind
family reenacted the films with him, pioneering a now widely
acknowledged method of emulative communication known as
affinity therapy.

Ron Suskind,
Keynote Speaker

Suskind is a Senior Fellow at Harvard’s Edmond J. Safra Center for
Ethics, where he serves as a lecturer on narrative and justice. He is
also the Founder and CEO of Sidekicks for Autism, which provides a
free education app to help parents connect and communicate with
their children with autism.
Come and experience an amazing story about sidekicks, heroes,
and autism.
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CELEBRATE EXCEPTIONAL

THIRD GENERAL SESSION
Friday | 8:00–9:00 a.m. Yes I Can Awards Celebration
Honoring the accomplishments of children
and youth with exceptionalities. Don’t miss
this very exciting event. This is why you
became a special educator! 12 outstanding
students and young adults will be honored in
the following categories:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Academics
Arts
School & Community
Self-Advocacy
Technology
Transition

YES

I CAN

AWARDS

AWARDS & SOCIAL EVENTS

SOCIALS

CEC Professional Awards

Wednesday, February 7 | 5:00–6:30 p.m.

Social Time in the Expo
President’s Welcome Reception

Join us during the Opening General Session
as we celebrate special educators and
researchers who have advanced the field and
made significant contributions to CEC.

Wednesday, February 7
6:30–8:30 p.m.
Everyone’s invited to the Expo Hall immediately
following the Opening General Session.

CEC Student Awards

Thursday, February 8

Thursday, February 8 | 9:45–11:30 a.m.
Celebrate with our outstanding future
special educators and faculty advisors at
the Student Forum.

9:00–9:45 a.m.
Exclusive time in the expo, prizes too!
12:00–1:00 p.m.
Exclusive time in the expo, lunch,
networking, and prizes!
4:30–5:30 p.m.
Exclusive time in the expo, networking,
and prizes!

Friday, February 9
9:00–9:45 a.m.
Exclusive time in the expo, prizes too!
12:00–1:30 p.m.
Exclusive time in the expo, lunch,
networking, and prizes!
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CHOOSE YOUR EXPERIENCE
CEC 2018 is the largest special education professional development event,
featuring over 600 sessions! All the sessions have been specially selected,
ensuring that they are practical, evidence-based, and cover a range of topics.
This year, there are 26 topic areas—there’s something for every education
professional! Please note that the number of sessions is subject to change. Be sure
to visit cecconvention.org for frequent updates.
NUMBER OF
SESSIONS*

TOPIC AREAS
Accountability Systems for Students with Disabilities (including assessments
linked to Common Core State Standards and/or college and career readiness
standards, alternate assessments)

12

Administration/Supervision (including recruitment and retention of special
education professionals)

39

Arts in Special Education

9

Assessment (including assessments for diagnosis, eligibility, and
program planning)

43

Autism Spectrum Disorder/Intellectual Disability

102

Career Development/Transition

71

Collaboration and Inclusive Practices (including models for co-teaching and other
methods for providing access to the general education curriculum and classroom)

123

Communicative Disabilities and Deafness

17

Cultural and/or Linguistic Diversity (including culture, language, race/ethnicity,
religion, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, families and/or educators with
disabilities, issues related to English learners)

62

Early Childhood and Early Intervention

42

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders

56

Gifted and Talented

11

International Programs/Services

8

Learning Disabilities (including instructional strategies for students “at risk” or
with learning disabilities)

94

Measuring Special Education Teacher Effectiveness

23

Parent/Family–School Partnerships

45

Personnel Preparation

100

Physical/Health/Multiple Disabilities

11

Pioneers/Historical Perspectives

3

Public Policy (including IDEA and ESSA/NCLB)

28

Research

124

Response to Intervention (RTI) (Multitier Systems of Supports including intervention
strategies for students who need supplemental, preventative interventions and/or
intervention to build key foundational skills and proficiencies or systemwide structures
for providing support at different levels of intensity)

59

Starting the Teaching Career

9

STEM (instructional strategies for learning in science, math, and
technical subjects)

29

Technology and Media (including adaptive and assistive technology)

31

Visual Impairments and Deafblindness

17

*(including primary & secondary topics)
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STRANDS

Scan the code below
to view all strands.

Sessions in a strand have a common thread. Follow your passion
for specific content through an entire strand, or just a few
sessions. Either way, you’ll experience a topic in depth and from
many different perspectives. Earn professional development
hours for every strand session you attend!
Low-Intensity Strategies to Support
Behavior for School Success
LEADER: Kathleen Lynne Lane, University of
Kansas, Lawrence

Culturally Responsive Teachers,
Classrooms, and Schools
LEADER: Denise Whitford, Purdue University,
West Lafayette, Indiana

Integrating Transition Content into
Academic Instruction
LEADER: David Test, National TA Center on
Transition/UNC, Charlotte

How to Reach Hard to Reach Students
Using Intensive Intervention: An In-depth
Look at How Team Building, Data Analysis,
and Intensification Processes Can Impact
Student Outcomes

Where Have We Been and Where are We
Going in Supporting Children and Youth
with Emotional/Behavioral Disorders
LEADER: Timothy Lewis, University of
Missouri, Columbia

Autism in Focus: What Works, What
Doesn’t, and How to Know the Difference
LEADERS: Jordan Shurr, Central Michigan
University, Mt. Pleasant; Jason Travers, University of
Kansas, Lawrence; Kevin Ayres, University
of Georgia, Athens

Culturally and Linguistically Responsive
RTI Literacy Instruction and Interventions
for English Learners with or At-risk
for Disabilities
LEADER: Julie Esparza Brown, Portland State
University, Oregon

LEADER: Louis Danielson, American Institutes
for Research, Washington, D.C.

OSEP IDEAs That Work: Highlighting
Practices and Resources to Improve
Outcomes for Children with Disabilities

From Stranger to Ally: Building
and Maintaining Trusting FamilyProfessional Partnerships

LEADERS: Larry Wexler and Renee Bradley,
Office of Special Education Programs, U.S.
Department of Education, Washington, D.C.

LEADERS: Tracy Mueller, University of Northern
Colorado, Greeley; Kathleen Kyzar, Texas
Christian University, Fort Worth

Moving Forward: The Path
to Effective Sexual Health Education
for Students with Disabilities
LEADER: Anna Treacy, University of Nevada, Reno

Research Focused on Improving Outcomes
for Students with Disabilities in Elementary
and Middle School: Highlights from
Projects Funded by the National Center for
Special Education Research (NCSER)
LEADERS: Joan McLaughlin and Sarah
Brasiel, NCSER, Institute of Education Sciences,
U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C.

“The CEC Convention allowed me the opportunity to connect with a
diverse group of educators, specialists, and administrators on important
topics in the education field.”
—Deborah M.
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CONVENTION WORKSHOPS

Scan the code below
to view Workshops.

Choose from a diverse menu of 24 Convention Workshops, where
leading experts in the field will squeeze as much information as
possible into full- or half-day sessions and guide you through
the practical, evidence-based information you need to help all
of your students. We’re talking transition, working with paraeducators, math
instruction, co-teaching, culturally responsive teaching, and much more.
Dive deep into great content that you need, on Wednesday, February 7, and
Saturday, February 10. Convention workshops are special ticketed items and are
not included as a part of a standard convention registration.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Full-day | 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Workshop 1—Caring for Everyone
(Including Yourself!): Social-Emotional
Competence for Special Educators
LEADERS: Brandi Ansley, Kris Varjas, Melanie
Blinder, Georgia State University, Athens

There’s no arguing that a positive learning
environment for students is one of the most
important factors in their success. And one
of the most important factors in creating a
positive learning environment is building your
own social-emotional competence (SEC).
In this workshop, based on one of the most
popular sessions at CEC 2017, you’ll learn
about the research behind SEC, teacher
resilience, and student outcomes. You’ll
practice mindfulness-based exercises that
build teacher resilience and strategies for
improving SEC and develop skills to help you
during the school day as well as at the end of
a rough day.

Workshop 2—Administrators: What You
Need to Know About Special Education
LEADER: David Bateman, Shippensburg
University, Pennsylvania

This workshop is designed for administrators
and focuses upon the main issues of special
education: The rise in students with EBD,
disproportionality, how to identify “other
health impaired,” 504, accountability,
discipline, preventing litigation, word choice,
and least restrictive environment. The more
an administrator knows, for both general
and special education, the better overall
services will be for children with disabilities.
The materials of the workshop are based
on the contents and research behind the
book, A Principal’s Guide to Special Education,
published by CEC.

Workshop 3—Rules of Engagement With
Paraeducators: Why, What, and How
LEADERS: Ritu Chopra, The Paraprofessional
Resource and Research Center and Caron
Westland, University of Colorado, Denver

Paraeducators have been increasingly
employed to deliver an array of special
education services. They typically have
little or no formal preparation for their
duties. Additionally, paraeducators
often work with teachers who do not
have preparation in supervising them.
In this interactive session, presenters
will share research-based paraeducator
supervision content, tools, and resources
that can be used by special and general
education teachers and administrators to
appropriately guide and direct the work
of paraeducators.

Workshop 4—College Transition:
Knowledge and Skills Students Need to
Make the Shift Successfully
LEADER: Elizabeth C. Hamblet, Columbia
University, New York, New York

Studies show that teacher preparation
programs cover little information related
to college services for students with
disabilities, and few even cover it at all.
Thinking that colleges don’t offer anything
may discourage students from attending
college, and believing that they provide
every service that students had in high
school might not properly prepare students
for the transition. Laws and expectations
at the college level are different, but with
the proper preparation and understanding,
students can be successful! Learn what really
happens at college and what skills students
need to do well in this exciting
new environment.
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CONVENTION WORKSHOPS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, cont’d.
Full-day | 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

procedurally and substantively—in an effort
to ensure that IEPs are legally defensible.

Workshop 5—The Highly Engaged
Inclusive Classroom: Two-Minute
Strategies to Boost Student Achievement

Workshop 8—CEC Program Recognition
Report Developer Workshop

LEADER: Susan Hentz, Susan Hentz &
Associates, Sarasota, Florida

Creating an engaging classroom
environment to support the learning of
all students with access to the general
education curriculum can be a challenge
for educators. Active learning tasks can
motivate every learner in your class to
be intellectually engaged. Integrating
two-minute active learning strategies
assists students in storing and retrieving
information, increases their energy levels,
and helps with positive social interactions
in the inclusive classroom.

Workshop 6—Designing Behavior
Intervention Plans within a Multitiered
System Framework
LEADER: Randy Sprick, Safe & Civil Schools,
Eugene, Oregon

This workshop presents strategies to work
collaboratively to design and implement
interventions for students with chronic
behavioral or motivational problems.
Participants will learn to design a “Problem
Profile” on an individual student and design
function-based early-stage interventions.
Next, participants will learn how to select
interventions with greater intensity, such
as self-monitoring, reinforcement systems,
attribution/self-talk training, and managing
physically dangerous behavior. The focus
of this workshop is on developing behavior
intervention plans for individual students,
rather than class- or schoolwide.

Workshop 7—Developing Legally
Defensible IEPs
LEADER: Julie Weatherly, Resolutions in
Special Education, Mobile, Alabama

The U.S. Supreme Court recently referred
to the Individualized Education Program
(IEP) as the “centerpiece” of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act’s education
delivery system for students with
disabilities. In accordance with the Court’s
updated two-pronged test for determining
whether an IEP is appropriate, hearing
officers and courts will look to both the
procedural and substantive components
of the IEP. Let’s examine many common
pitfalls that educators must avoid—both

LEADER: Joni Baldwin, University of
Dayton, Ohio

In this interactive workshop, you will
learn the components of CEC Preparation
Program Recognition Reports. All
participants will receive CEC program
developer resources. You will come away
better prepared to develop program
performance-based assessments, align
them with the CEC content standards, and
prepare the final program report.

Workshop 9—CEC Program Recognition
Report Reviewer Workshop
LEADER: Christy Hooser, Eastern Illinois
University, Charleston

This workshop will present principles
for and examples of performance-based
program review, and strategies for
reviewing reports and for successfully
writing the sections of the CEC Program
Recognition Review will be discussed
during this session. Note: This workshop is
offered at no cost for approved applicants.
Information and the application can be found
at www.cec.sped.org/programreviewer.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Morning half-day | 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Workshop 10—Inclusive Technologies
as an Equalizer: Practical Strategies for
Diverse Learners
LEADER: Dave Edyburn, University of Central
Florida, Orlando

Diverse learners are found in every
classroom. However, technology is seldom
viewed as a tool to promote access,
engagement, and academic success. The
purpose of this session is to introduce
participants to a technology integration
approach that blends assistive technology,
instructional technology, and universal
design for learning into a manageable
framework for busy classroom teachers.
Participants will gain resources that
illustrate how standards-based instruction
can be used as a framework for identifying
and selecting software, apps, and websites
for diverse students in grades 3–12.
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Workshop 11—Formative Assessment in
Action: Improving Learning and Including
All Students
LEADERS: Sandra Hopfengardner Warren, East
Carolina University, Greenville; Sheryl Lazarus,
National Center on Educational Outcomes,
Minneapolis, Minnesota; Margaret Heritage,
National Center for Research on Evaluation,
Standards and Student Testing (CRESST) at the
University of California, Los Angeles

Formative assessment is a powerful tool
that has the potential to significantly improve
student learning. Learn how to confidently use
key formative assessment strategies—learning
targets, feedback, student self-assessment,
and goal setting—and how to differentiate them
to accommodate students with disabilities
with a variety of needs and characteristics.
This workshop will also discuss professional
learning strategies that states, districts, and
schools can use to support teachers in this
work. It is based on materials developed by
the Council of Chief State School Officers’
Assessing Special Education Students and
Formative Assessment for Students and
Teachers groups.

Workshop 12—Social Skills in the
School Setting
LEADER: Angie Neal, Greenville County Schools,
South Carolina

This workshop will provide participants with
an overview of why assessment of social
skill deficits in the school setting can be so
challenging. In considering assessment of
social skills, participants will be provided with
tools to assist in differentiating social language
deficits from other related difficulties. In
addition, an examination of the three prongs
of disability and the academic impact of social
deficits will be discussed, as well as effective
intervention strategies.

Workshop 13—Creative Classrooms:
Promoting Social-Emotional Learning
LEADERS: Constance Quirk, Andrea Criste,
Developmental Therapy Institute, Athens, Georgia

This workshop introduces creative classroom
activities that foster emotional maturity and
produce positive changes for dynamic socialemotional learning. With a unifying framework,
Developmental Therapy-Teaching (DTT) socialemotional growth matrix, the workshop will
focus on using creative arts to engage children
of every age and in every learning environment—
including MTSS Tiers 1, 2, and 3—for therapeutic
intervention. Participants will apply the matrix
to design classroom themes and activities that
incorporate exploration, imagination, fantasy
and make-believe, dramatic play, role-play,

storybooks, storytelling, creative writing, music,
art, and movement.

Workshop 14—Academic Supports:
Adapting Content Area Curriculum and
Instruction in Diverse Classrooms
LEADER: Marilyn Sprick, Safe and Civil Schools
and Pacific NW Publishing, Eugene, Oregon

This workshop provides pragmatic strategies
for helping students in Grades 4–12 meet
academic course requirements in diverse
classrooms without watering down the
curriculum. Procedures can be shared
by special educators, used by classroom
teachers, or employed collaboratively in
general education settings. Learn how to
augment intermediate grade, middle school,
and high school content-area instruction
by focusing on course structure, teaching,
observing, interacting positively, and providing
supportive corrections.

Workshop 15—What All Educators Must
Know About Coming Changes to Special
Education Policy
LEADER: Deborah Ziegler, Council for
Exceptional Children, Arlington, Virginia

In this wide-ranging session, CEC’s Policy
and Advocacy Director will analyze education
policies currently under discussion in
Washington, D.C., review the recent changes
to education policy supported by the
Administration and Congress, and examine
their impact on children and youth with
disabilities and/or gifts and talents.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Half-day | 1:00–4:00 p.m.
Workshop 16—Thriving as a New Special
Education Teacher: How to Dot the I’s and
Cross the T’s in the IEP Process
LEADERS: Catherine Creighton Martin, Fairfax
County Public Schools, Virginia; Clara Hauth,
Marymount University, Arlington, Virginia

This presentation will share effective
strategies new teachers need to enhance
student learning, assess student progress,
and collaborate with colleagues and families.
Using resources outlined in The Survival
Guide for New Special Education Teachers, the
presenters will guide participants through
instructional strategies and assessment
methodology, offer advice and tips for running
an organized classroom to support data and
progress monitoring, and show new teachers
how to use resources outlined in the book to
prepare for IEP meetings.
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CONVENTION WORKSHOPS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, cont’d.
Afternoon half-day | 1:00–4:00 p.m.
Workshop 17–We’ve Tried Everything…
Now What? Using Data to Individualize
and Intensify Intervention
LEADERS: Lou Danielson, Amy Peterson,
and Teri Marx, National Center on Intensive
Intervention at American Institutes for Research,
Washington, D.C.

How do you support students who
persistently struggle with reading,
math, or behavior, even after you provide
high quality, evidence-based intervention?
Are you struggling to use data to
guide instructional decisions or define
your Tier 3? This session will introduce
the National Center on Intensive
Intervention’s approach to intensive
intervention, data-based individualization
(DBI). DBI uses data to identify when and
how to adapt and individualize interventions
to address a student’s complex needs.
Participants will review this process,
identify tools and resources to support
implementation, and apply content to
case examples.

Workshop 18—Specially Designed
Instruction in Co-Teaching: The Key to
Achieving Meaningful Student Success
LEADER: Marilyn Friend, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro

Although co-teaching has become a
relatively common way of accomplishing
the dual purposes of inclusive education
and curriculum access, student outcomes
continue to be a concern. Whether at
the elementary, middle school, or high
school level, professionals report that
the achievement gap is not significantly
narrowing. Perhaps the most important
missing ingredient that could change this
situation is the integration in co-taught
classes of specially designed instruction
(SDI). This workshop is intended for
professionals already familiar with coteaching basics, those who would like to
concentrate on how to identify appropriate
SDI techniques, and incorporate them into
co-taught classes.

Workshop 19—Dyslexia and the Science of
Reading: What Every Educator Needs to Know
LEADER: Deborah Lynam, AIM Institute for
Learning and Research, Conshohocken, Pennsylvania

This interactive session is designed to help
educators understand firsthand the reading
and writing challenges often experienced by
students with dyslexia in their classroom.
These students will not “catch up” without
direct explicit interventions and evidence
based supports. Educators need to know what
to look for and how to differentiate instruction
so they can support these students in a timely
manner. This session will provide an in depth
exploration of dyslexia, covering early warning
signs and characteristics, information on
assessment and diagnosis, and strategies for
effective remediation and accommodation.

Workshop 20—Understanding Students
With Mental Health Needs: Strategies and
Supports for Educators and Families
LEADER: Mickey VanDerwerker, Virginia
Department of Education Training and Technical
Assistance Center at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg

This workshop will introduce and define
specific mental health diagnoses and what
these diagnoses entail with a focus on
anxiety disorders, mood disorders, OCD,
PTSD/trauma, and tic disorders. For each
disorder, participants will engage in activities
to help them understand what the student is
experiencing and what strategies and supports
have been found effective in school and in
the student’s life. Participants will explore
resources for more information and be part of a
Q&A at the end of the workshop.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Half-day | 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Workshop 21—Creating Culturally
Responsive Education to Address
Disproportionality: Seeking Equity
LEADER: Donna Ford, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tennessee

The overrepresentation of Black students,
especially males, in special education has a
long history. Annually, the Office for Civil Rights
presents data indicating these students are
overrepresented in high incidence categories
(e.g., emotional and behavioral disorders).
These data, juxtaposed with the lack of diversity
among educators, have been viewed as a
significant part of the problem. This workshop
will address teacher biases and stereotypes,
including becoming culturally competent, and
provide participants with models, strategies,
and resources.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, cont’d.
Half-day | 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Workshop 22—Simple, Practical
Strategies for Improving the Behavior
of Students who Struggle
LEADER: Timothy J. Landrum, University of
Louisville, Kentucky

Students with or at risk for high-incidence
disabilities tend to struggle with a few
broad categories of behavior, including
disruption, inattention, and noncompliance.
Effective intervention for these classic
behavioral concerns can be built on the
practical application of a few simple
behavioral principles and take a positive,
proactive approach. This workshop will
guide participants through the application
of four simple evidence-based strategies
they can use in their classrooms, including
choice, behavioral momentum, behaviorspecific praise, and opportunities to
respond. Participants will leave with
handouts and specific guidance on how to
implement these procedures efficiently with
their own students.

Workshop 23—Successful Inclusion:
Combining Cooperative Learning,
Differentiation, and the SIOP Model
LEADERS: Nikki Murdick and Jo Nell Wood,
Saint Louis University, Missouri; Amanda Wood,
Wentzville School District, Missouri

Teachers often report feeling pressure to
cover the curriculum at nearly any cost.
This is especially concerning in inclusive
classrooms, as it may result in teachers
inadvertently ignoring the special needs
of students with disabilities. Research has
indicated teachers need specific strategy
training to successfully meet the needs of
all students. This workshop will provide
teachers with training in strategies to
enhance the inclusion of students with
disabilities in inclusive classrooms,
strategies to enhance teacher usage of
cooperative structure, and how to enhance
the use of language skills.

Workshop 24—Activities and Supports
to Improve Executive Function for Young
Learners with Special Needs
LEADER: Padmaja Sarathy, Infinite Possibilities,
Missouri City, Texas

An important area of growth during the early
childhood years is executive functioning
(EFs) skills—the foundational building blocks
of both cognitive and social capacities.
Children need EFs—the ability to focus, hold,
and work with information in mind; filter
distractions; switch gears; and exercise selfcontrol. This workshop will demonstrate how
to build and practice EFs in young children,
particularly those who have or are at risk
for developmental delays, through growthpromoting experiences woven naturally into
everyday activities.

And there’s more…be sure to check back often at
www.cecconvention.org. Updates are frequent!
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EXPO HALL
Where else can you find companies whose products and services are made
specifically for you and your students? Admission is included with your
registration. While you’re visiting exhibitors, don’t forget to stop by CEC Central,
where you can renew your membership, write a letter to Congress, get on the
cover of TEC, and meet authors and purchase CEC publications, and win prizes!

EXPO HALL HOURS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9

Grand Opening & President’s
Welcome Reception

Hall Hours

6:30–8:30 p.m.

8:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Exclusive time in the expo, prizes too!

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8

9:00–9:45 a.m.

Hall Hours

Exclusive time in the expo, lunch,
networking, and prizes.

8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

Exclusive time in the expo, prizes too!

12:00–1:30 p.m.

9:00–9:45 a.m.

Exclusive time in the expo, lunch,
networking, and prizes.
12:00–1:00 p.m.

Exclusive time in the expo,
networking, and prizes.
4:30–5:30 p.m.

“As a first-year teacher,
attending the CEC
Convention allowed me
the opportunity to learn
new best practices,
new research, how to
be a better advocate,
and ways to be a leader
at my school. Without
access to CEC and the
learning opportunities it
provides, I wouldn’t be
as effective at my job.”
—Lauren D.
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9

Registration

Registration

2:00–7:00 p.m.

7:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Yes I Can Awards

Registration

8:00–9:00 a.m.

7:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.

Convention Workshops
9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Concurrent Sessions
1:00–2:00 p.m.
2:15–3:15 p.m.
3:30–4:30 p.m.

Opening General Session

Concurrent Sessions and Posters
9:45–10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
1:30–2:30 p.m.
2:45–3:45 p.m.
4:00–5:00 p.m.

Expo Hall Open
8:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

5:00–6:30 p.m.

President’s Welcome Reception in the
Expo Hall

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10

6:30–8:30 p.m.

7:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8

Convention Workshops (half-day)

Registration
7:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

Second General Session
8:00–9:00 a.m.

Concurrent Sessions and Posters
9:45–10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
1:00–2:00 p.m.
2:15–3:15 p.m.
3:30–4:30 p.m.

Registration

9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Concurrent Sessions and Posters
8:00–9:00 a.m.
9:15–10:15 a.m.
10:30–11:30 a.m.
1:00–2:00 p.m.
2:15–3:15 p.m.

Expo Hall Open
8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

TRAVEL AND HOUSING
TRAVEL

ACCESSIBILITY

CEC is happy to be partnering with ATC Travel
Management. As you make your plans to head
to Tampa, be sure to use airline and car rental
discounts available to CEC 2018 attendees.
You’ll need the discount codes to get the best
deal! Visit www.cecconvention.org.

CEC events are ADA
accessible. If you require
special provisions or
services, please visit the
CEC website at www.
cecconvention.org and complete the ADA
Accommodations Request Form. We must
hear from you no later than Dec. 7, 2017, to
be able to assist you with your request.

HOUSING
CEC has secured room blocks at several
area hotels, including the Tampa Marriot
Waterside, the headquarters hotel for CEC
2018. Take advantage of these discounted
hotel rates by reserving your room today.
Visit www.cecconvention.org.
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RATES & POLICIES
CEC 2018 REGISTRATION RATES AND POLICIES
EARLY BIRD

ADVANCE

ONE DAY

ONSITE

GROUP RATES

Expires
11/1/2017

Expires
2/5/2018

Wed.–Sat.

After
2/6/2018

Per person, groups
of 5 or more

Member

$395

$445

$195

$495

$405

Nonmember

$515

$565

$295

$615

$508

Student Member

$270

$320

$150

$370

$290

REGISTRATION
TYPE

CEC 2018 CONVENTION WORKSHOP REGISTRATION RATES
FULL-DAY
WORKSHOPS

REGISTRATION
TYPE

HALF-DAY
WORKSHOPS

PROGRAM DEVELOPER
WORKSHOP

June 12–
Nov. 1

After
Nov. 1

June 12–
Nov. 1

After
Nov. 1

June 12–
Nov. 1

After
Nov. 1

Member

$179

$229

$89

$139

$350

$375

Nonmember

$229

$279

$139

$189

$500

$525

Student Member

$107

$137

$53

$83

n/a

n/a

EXHIBITORS

CANCELLATION/REFUND POLICIES

Want to exhibit at CEC 2018? Register at
cecconvention.org/exhibitors

Please scan this code to
read CEC’s policies for
cancellations and refunds.

GROUP RATES
Teams from the same school or district
may register together and save 10 percent
(for groups of five or more). All forms must
arrive together as a packet with full payment
or an original purchase order. Please see the
group rates above.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Please visit us at cecconvention.org to learn
about volunteer opportunities at CEC 2018.

CEC 2018 FOR EVERY
SCHEDULE & BUDGET
Be sure to check out all of our flexible
and affordable registration options—
we have an option for every budget and
schedule! Visit cecconvention.org/
registration-options-2018.

FIVE WAYS TO REGISTER
PHONE
Toll-Free (within the U.S.)
1-888-232-7733
703-620-3660
TTY 1-866-915-5000

ONLINE
(with credit card)
www.cecconvention.org
EMAIL
service@cec.sped.org

MAIL
(include the form on page 15):
CEC 2018 Convention & Expo
P.O. Box 79026
Baltimore, MD 21279-0026

FAX
Fax completed form to:
(703) 264-9494
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REGISTRATION FORM
CEC 2018 CONVENTION & EXPO

Please type or print the information requested
below. Your badge and confirmation information
will be taken directly from this form. Please read
our Cancellation/Refund Policy located on the
preceding page and on CEC’s website.
Is this your first CEC Convention?

Yes

Special accomodation needed?

Yes

No
No

(If yes, you will be contacted by a CEC staff member.)

_____________________________________
First Name*

Last Name*

_____________________________________
Job Title*

_____________________________________

FULL REGISTRATION INCLUDES...

• 3 General Sessions (sessions for ALL
attendees, Wed., Thur., Fri.)
• 350+ Professional Sessions (a mix of
demonstrations, panels, Presentation with
Q&A sessions on Wed., Thur., Fri., and Sat.)
• 25 Teacher2Teacher sessions (Wed., Thur.,
Fri., & Sat.)
• Strands—sessions with a common thread, a
more in-depth look at hot topics in the field!
(Wed., Thur., Fri., & Sat.)
• Opportunity to Earn up to 23 professional
development hours (PDHs)
• The Expo... filled with vendors showing off
cutting-edge technology and the newest
resources for your classrooms
• Convention discounts on all products in the
CEC Bookstore!
• Networking opportunities galore
• CEC’s Convention Planner via a Mobile App

School District or Organization*

_____________________________________
Address*

Home

Work

_____________________________________
City*

State/Province*

_____________________________________
Zip/Postal Code*

Country*

_____________________________________
Email*

_____________________________________
Daytime Telephone No.

OPTIONAL CONVENTION
WORKSHOPS

Workshops require an additional fee to attend.
Check the workshop(s) you would like to attend
and enter the total cost below. Workshop
descriptions can be found on pages 7–11 and at
cecconvention.org!
Wednesday, Feb. 7 | Full Day | 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6
#7
#8
#9 (approval required, see workshop description page 8)
Wednesday, Feb. 7 | Half Day | 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
#10
#11
#12
#13
#14
#15
Wednesday, Feb. 7 | Half Day | 1:00–4:00 p.m.
#16
#17
#18
#19
#20
Saturday, Feb. 10 | Half Day | 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

* = Required

#21

FULL CONVENTION REGISTRATION
(Feb. 7–10)
 ll 4 days: Wednesday,
A
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Thursday
Saturday

$__________

FLEX PASS PACKAGE
10 passes x _________ x $ 1,750 = $__________

#24

Are you registering with a group?

YES

NO

Remember, all forms must be submitted together
to be eligible for a group discount (5 or more).

PAYMENT INFORMATION
Check (payable to CEC)
Purchase order (original attached)
Credit Card

________ /_________/_________ /_________
Credit Card #

BUY YOUR PRINTED CONVENTION
PROGRAM—$5.00
I want to pay for a
printed program guide
(Note: Free convention
mobile app is available.)

#23

$__________

SINGLE DAY(S) CONVENTION REGISTRATION
Wednesday
Friday

#22

_____________________________________
Expire Date

Security Code

_____________________________________
$__________

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $_________

Print Name

_____________________________________
Signature

Tampa | February 7–10

Council for Exceptional Children
2900 Crystal Drive
Suite 100
Arlington, VA 22202-3557 USA
Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #382
Dulles, VA

