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Message from the desk of the President
Happy Near Year and Welcome Spring!
I can’t believe that we are over half way through another school year. I want to take a few minutes to bring
you up to speed on some of the information that we have included in our Spring Newsletter.
This year’s theme for the Summer CASE Leadership Conference is….. GAME ON. We are excited to be
planning the conference around this theme. As always we have scheduled some great guest speakers; Dr.
Julie Weatherly, Dr. Randy Sprick, and Dr. Monica Verra-Tirado. This year’s conference will once again
be at the beautiful Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort & Spa in Bonita Springs.
For your convenience we have included in the newsletter this year’s award information and form. If you
would like to submit nominations for Rookie ESE Administrator of the Year, Outstanding Administrator of
the Year and Lifetime Achievement Award, the deadline for nominations is March 30, 2018. Please send
your completed forms to Nickie Zenn, Membership Chair, at nzenn@mail.usf.edu.
Florida CASE would like to recognize our very own, Sandra Chambers-Collins, Treasurer and Past
Membership Chair for her help in Florida CASE being recognized at the National CASE Meeting for
increasing membership by 16% for the 2016-17 school year. Great job Sandra!!
We need your help with updating each districts W9 form to ensure that we receive payment to the correct
address. Please send your districts updated W9 to the following:

Nickie Zenn

Sandra Chambers-Collins
Florida Diagnostic Learning Resource System (FDLRS)
3130 Edgewater Drive.
Orlando, FL 32804

Professional Development
Alice E. Schmitges
Legislation and Bylaws
Barbara Johns

Member at Large
Carly Detlefsen

Member at Large
Latonnja Key

Would you like to be a Florida CASE Board Member? We have the following vacancies open on the Board
for 2018-19:
President Elect
Professional Development
Member At Large
If you or anyone you know would be willing to work with a great team of people we would love for you to run
for an office.
All the best,
Cathy Dofka
Director of Exceptional Student Support Services
Hernando County Schools
President, Florida CASE
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2018 Florida CASE Summer Institute

If you have a topic and/or guest speaker suggestion for our CASE conference,
send them via email to dofka_c@hcsb.k12.fl.us. Suggestions are not just limited
to our meetings, feel free to contact me any time you have a concern or suggestion.
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A special thank you to all our vendors that participated last year. We hope to see all of you in June
this year.

Here are a few of our vendors from 2017:
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Committee for the Education of Exceptional Students (CEES) Meeting

Advocating on behalf of Students with Disabilities and Gifted
CEES is a committee of professional organizations who share a common concern for improving educational
opportunities for exceptional and gifted students in the State of Florida. Florida CASE is a very active member
of this committee along with Florida Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually
Impaired, Florida Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders, Gatorland Council for Exceptional Children,
Florida Association of School Psychologists, Florida Division on Career Development and Transition, Indian
River State College, Florida Gifted Network and Florida Association of the Gifted.
We held our Legislative Training on January 29th at the FDLRS Office located in the Bloxham Building. A
special thank you to Ms. Eydie Tricquet, FDLRS Director, and staff for hosting this meeting at their location.
Dr. Poinsetta Tillman and I facilitated the meeting with thirty-one (31) actively engaged participants. Our
morning began with our Special Guest, Mr. Jacob Olivia, Vice- Chancellor for K-12 Education followed by
presentations from the Bureau of Exceptional Education Student Services (BEESS), Ms. Leanne Grillot who
provided an overview of the latest and greatest information in the area of Special Education and relevant Bills
and Sean Freeman, Federal Grants (IDEA). A review of the Bills and our CEES Platform was reviewed,
discussed and “Talking Points” were established. “Helpful Hints” were shared in preparation for our big day
“On the Hill.” The participants collectively made over 25 visits to members of the Senate and/or House of
Representatives or their legislative staff! A beautiful bound CEES Platform was given to each respective office
visited. We certainly felt that our voices were heard and I recall Senator Montford, a dear friend to CEES
previously sharing that we must be vigilant and the importance of engaging in ongoing conversations with our
legislators, not just when they are in Tallahassee but equally important in their respective home quarters as we
must step up and let our voices be heard collectively! Please see attached our CEES 2018 Legislative Platform.
This document guided our conversations during our meetings with Legislators and staff. Areas of focus
includes: Funding, Accountability, Personnel, Safe Learning Environment, Access and Assessment.
In closing, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it
is the only thing that ever has.” ~ Margaret Mead
Warm regards,
Dr. Rosalind Hall, Florida CASE Past President
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Florida CASE Award Nominations

Florida CASE Award Nominations
This is your opportunity to recognize one of your colleagues for the excellent job they are
doing. The Florida CASE Executive Board announces three awards now available for ESE
administrators in our state.
Rookie ESE Administrator of the year: This individual should be an administrator of special
education programs that has worked in this position for three years or less. This person should
demonstrate vision and leadership skills that have supported children with disabilities and their
families. The winner of this award will receive a plaque, paid registration for the Florida CASE
Summer Institute (Florida CEC registration would be an alternative option) as well as the recognition
of their peers at the Florida CASE Summer Institute. Individuals nominated for this award do not
need to be a member of CASE but must be a member of CEC.
Outstanding ESE Administrator of the year: This individual should be an administrator of special
education programs that has worked in this position for five to 20 years, demonstrate consistent and
outstanding vision and leadership for children with disabilities and their families and be recognized for
the contributions they have made not only to their district but to their community and state.
Individuals nominated for this award must be a current member of National CASE. Winner of this
award will also receive a plaque, paid registration for the Florida CASE Summer Institute, a beautiful
gift basket and recognition at the CASE Summer Institute. This individual may also be submitted as a
nominee for the National CASE award.
Life Time Achievement Award; This individual should be an administrator of special education
programs for twenty years or more and has demonstrated consistent and outstanding vision and
leadership for children with disabilities and their families and be recognized for the contributions they
have made not only to their district but to their community and state. The nominee for this award must
be a current and longtime member of CASE. Winner of this award will receive a plaque, paid
registration to the Florida CASE Summer Institute, National CASE or National CEC Conference and
recognition at the Florida CASE Summer Institute. This individual may also be submitted as a
nominee for the National CASE award. SELECTED by FLO-CASE Board of Directors
The nomination form must be submitted to Florida CASE membership chair, no later than March 30,
2018.
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DR. LANDIS M. STETLER ESE LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIPS

We will be having a Silent Auction again this year and would like each
district to participate and bring an item for the auction.
The funds that we raise from this auction will be used to help fund our
commitment to the Landis M. Stetler Scholarship.
The Florida Council of Administrators of Special Education (FLCASE), a subdivision of The Council of
Administrators of Special Education (CASE), a Division of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)
has established a scholarship program to award a financial scholarship in the name of Dr. Landis M.
Stetler, a pioneer and great leader in exceptional student education (ESE) in the state of Florida and
the nation. The scholarship is presented at the annual Florida Council for Exceptional Children
(FCEC) Conference.
1. The Florida CASE Board will determine annually: the number and amount of scholarships
to be awarded; if graduate and/or undergraduate students are eligible; due date to receive
applications; and determining if recipients may reapply in subsequent years while completing
their degree program to renew the scholarship.
2. Criteria: The successful applicant must meet all of the following criteria, as determined by the
selection committee:
a. Be a Florida resident and currently enrolled in an under-graduate or graduate program
leading to certification in ESE and/ or major in exceptional student education. (A focus on
administration of exceptional student education will be given special consideration.)
b. Sign an affidavit that the applicant intends to teach or work in a district position in ESE in
the state of Florida.
c. Provide two letters of recommendation, one of which is from the university or college major
professor.
d. Complete the application form online. A major part of the application is the narrative
providing the rationale for why the applicant is seeking the scholarship.
e. Be a current CEC member in good standing.
3. Procedures for application: Applications are coordinated by Florida CASE. Application
packets and announcements are posted on the Florida CASE website. Announcements of the
application will also be included in FLCASE publications, distributed to appropriate district and
university/college personnel, and noted in FL Department of Education information sharing,
and other appropriate sources; Instructions on completing the application, timelines, and where
to send the application will be contained in the application packet.
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4. Procedures for review/selection: A Scholarship Selection Committee will be established by
Florida CASE with at least three CASE members representing the district administrators in the
state. Applications will be reviewed and scored by the committee either in person, via mail, or
electronically, and Scholarship Selection Committee Chair will provide the results to the FL
CASE President.
5. Procedures for notification: The FLCASE President or designee will notify all applicants of
the results of the review process. Names of the recipient(s) will be shared with the FCEC
President and FCEC Awards Chair.
6. Coordination of the presentation: The scholarship presentation will be done at the FCEC
Annual Conference. The FCEC Awards Chair and the FLCASE President or designee will
ensure that all appropriate arrangements are made and communicated to the recipient(s) The
registration for the FCEC Conference should be completed for the recipient(s) and should also
list the guest attending with the recipient. The tradition is one guest per recipient. If others plan
to attend to support the recipient, tickets may be purchased if there is a meal function as part
of the awards presentation.
7. Amount of award: The amount of the award is determined by Florida CASE. Adjustments in
the number and amounts of the scholarship can be adjusted at the discretion of the FLCASE
Board on an annual basis.
8. Recognition: A plaque is maintained in the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student
Services (BEESS) at the Florida Department of Education in Tallahassee, and the name of the
recipient(s) should be added each year by the FLCASE President or designee.
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Florida CASE Awards

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES
CASE has proven to be an effective influential organization which provides powerful support to its
membership. The mission of The Council of Administrators of Special Education, Inc. is to provide
leadership and support to members by shaping policies and practices which impact the quality of
education.
Now, more than ever, your membership in the CASE organization can assist you as you grow
professionally and develop services at the state, province and local level for students with disabilities.
It is our hope that CASE can assist in being your springboard to excellence.
To be a CASE member you do have to pay for membership in CEC and CASE. Depending on which
level you choose, that could be as little as $125 for the Basic plus CASE or as much as $265 for the
Premier plus CASE. No matter which level you choose, your CEC membership will provide you with
information to broaden your knowledge and keep you current, open discourse to stimulate your
thinking in the CECommunity, connections to expand your relationships through Special Interest
Divisions and state/provincial unit membership, and paths to advance your career and practice.
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To renew or join your membership please go to the following website for the Council of Exceptional
Children (CEC):
https://www.cec.sped.org/
Click on Membership and join CEC
Add CASE on as a division
Please note there are district memberships which can offer discounts if you have 5 or more district
staff that wish to join their professional organization.
Contact customer service at 1-888-232-7733 or service@cec.sped.org for help or additional
questions

Contact Nickie Zenn, Membership Chair for additional information regarding your membership
in Florida CASE: nzenn@usfsp.edu

Did you know?
Florida CASE supports many statewide and national initiatives including:


Your Membership Dollars are Working Hard to Represent You!


Florida CEC state conference


Landis Stetler Scholarships






DOE state advisory meetings
FDLRS annual institute meeting



Florida CASE Summer Leadership Institute



Administrators Management Meeting (AMM)

Division of Career Development and Transition (DCDT)



Florida Legislative Training
BEESS new director academy




ISRD summer meeting

Partners for Progress- APSE conference
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Did you also know?
Your Florida Board will represent our Florida administrators:


Florida Legislative session


Florida CEC conference




National CASE hybrid conference




National CEC

National CASE/NASDE

CASE Legislative summer training

UPCOMING EVENTS OF NOTE:
28th Annual Case Fall Conference
November 8-10, 2018
Beau Rivage
Biloxi, MS
2019 CEC Special Education Convention & Expo
It is never too early to start planning for the next CEC Convention.
Register now for the CEC 2019 Convention & Expo,
January 29 – February 2, 2019, Indianapolis, Indiana
www.cecconvention.org
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Don’t Forget

Register NOW!!!!
2018 CASE Summer
Leadership Institute
June 11-13, 2018
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point
Resort and Spa
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